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To the Truly Pious, "Charitable and 
___ Ble& rs. Bledhingy » Mrs. Elizabeth 
GlaſcockReh of Wilkam Glaſcock,Elq; 
J ec. of Hartiſhew Bury in the Pariſh z 
Farnham in the County of Eſſex. 


And to her Honourable and Vertuous 
Daughter, the Lady Mary Darrell, 
w fe of vir Marmaduke. Dorrell, Knt. 
The Author wilheth all Happineſs in 


; 

' this World, and Eternal ROI 
g in the other World, 

; 

Madames, 


Hough I ſhould not know your Perſons, 1 cannot 
be a a Stranger to your Virtues ; their Extenſive 
 Rayes hath a reviving Influence in all Places, and over 
all Per fons where you Reſide. And I do publickly dee 
clare, that there was not a Man alive to whom 1 was ſo 
much Indebted as 1 was to your Worſhipful Husband, 
and your Ladiſhips Loving Father : For while be lived, 

| 1may ſay of bim 4s Nazianzen faid of Athanaſius, 

A 2 That 
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heeded —— ”" 


| he Epiſtle Deaicatory. 


That be was both a Loadftone and Adamant, As be 


was a private Perſon, be was a Loadſtone drawing 


Mens Affections after him by the ſweetneſs of his Diſpo- 
fition, and an 4damant as be was a Publique Magiſtrate, 


for bu invincible Reſolution in the executing of upright 


Juſtice, 4s. Gorran faith of a good Man, fo was be 


Courteaus to all, Troubleſome to none, and Familiar 
with few ; and hath left ſuch a Monument of bis Name, 
which Time cannot Deface, nor the rotten Teeth of Envy 
Obliterate, 1 therefore bumbly beg of you, werthy 
Madames, that you would accept of this Pepper-Corn 
Preſent, which Acceptance will manifeſt your Goodneſs to 
me : Therefore 1 Humbly offer it to your Patronage, 
taking this Publick Opportunity to declare my Thankful - 
neſs to you both, ſo far as 1 am able, though not ſo far 
as 1 ought ; and ſhall alwayes pray, that the Lord your 
exceeding great Reward, would Wrap up your Souls in 
the Boſom of bis Love. Thus committing this Sermon 
to your Reading, the Matter to your Pratlice, both you 
and yours to the Bleſſed Favor of the Great and Good 


God, whom you Serve ; 1 Requeſt no more, but that 
T may obtam the Favor and Honour to be. 


lour Ladiſhips bumbleft Servant, 


Matthew Beverley. 


DEUTERONOMY xxx1. 29. 


Oh that my people were wiſe, that they underſtood this, 
that they would conſider their latter end, 


Naxagoras that Learned Philoſopher, when he 
received the News of his onely Sons Death, 
replyed, Scio me genuiſſe mortalem, this is no 

| News to me; tor I knew (faid he) when my 

Son was Got and Born, that he mult Die ; but did my 

Son die well ? This 1s News indeed ; for then Death 15 

onely a Removal of my Sor: from a Life full of Vexation 

and Trouble : Thus the Sons Condition did fatisfie the 

Fathers Paſhion ; and indeed they onely that Practice the 

Lite of Well-Living, ſhall enjoy the Benefit and Com- 

fort of Well-Dying, Yet notwuthſtanding that we live 
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in the Suburbs of another World, upon the Confines of 


Frernity, our Cradle bordering upon the Grave; not- 
withſtanding that Death meets all Mankind fo many 
wayes, that there 15 no way left for Us at all to eſcape 
him; ſo that we may invert the W ords of St. Pal, 
1 Cor. 15. 55+ and cry, 0 Death where i not thy ſting, O 
Grave where is not thy viftory ! Although every thing 
we enjoy here is a loud Preacher of Death ; As the Day 
dyeth in the Night, the Suramer dies in Winter, Man- 
hood in Old Age, nay, we carry a body of Death about 
us ; yet few of us will allow our ſelves any time to con- 


' ſider of Death and Judgment to come : For there are {0 


many alluring Luſts domineering in our inward Man, 
leading us Captive to Sin and Wickedneſs, and io ma- 
ny painted and bewitching Temptations Catching and 
Courting our outward Man with their pleaſing 'Temp- 
tations, that few are careful to conſider of Death, until 
they be in ſight of the Priſon door, even of the Grave. 
Then, it may be, the thoughts of Death doth daunt 
their Courage, and damp their Spirits ; but theſe time- 
rous late Thoughts proceed rather from Fear than from 
Faith ; from Fear of being Damned, than from Faith of 
being Saved : But as a Divine faith, Hells mouth i full 
of Vell-wiſhers, whilſt the good Workers go to Heaven. But 
a true P1ous Soul that minds Death and Eternity, he 
Ives every day as though every dav were his dying day ; 
foras the whole Life of a true Chriſtian may be compre- 
hended in theſe two words, thizk and thaxk, ſo every day 
he thanks God for his dayly and hourly Mercies, every 
day he thinks upon Death and Judgment to come : Hence 
i Death Summons him either in the Morning, or at 
Mid-day, or at the Night of his Age, he finds him al- 
wayes prepared, and petting the Oyl of Grace into the 
Lamp of his Heart, 


This 
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This Chapter 1s meek 2oſes's Song, wherein he ſetter! 
forth Gods Mercy and Vengeance ; Mercy to the Wick- 
cd upon their Repentance, but where God cannot pre- 
vail with his idercy, he wiil prevail with Þ1s Venge- 
ance ; for Sin as the Caule precedes, and Puniſhment as 

the Eftect ſucceeds. He comes 10 my Text to an exop- 


tation in the Vocative Caſe, ſhewing his vehemency, 0: 


that my People, and firit I mult ſhew what is mcant by 
Conſider ation. 

Conlideration 1s a Power of the Soul that fſcriouſly 
ſummoneth both the Senſes of the Body, and the Facul- 
ties of the Soul to Meditate upon Death and Judgment 
to come ; Conſideration 1s the Fa&tor of the Soul that 


lyeth abroad to purchale and gather what the Soul wants ; 


and Prayer 1s the Ship that faileth over to God to bring 


home what the Soul delires. For never was the Tree of 


Gods Promiſe ſhaken by the hands ot faithful Prayers, 
but ſome Fruit of Mercy tell to that Soul. 

Conſideration 1s like the diligent Bee, for as the Bee 
oathers Honey of Gay-Flowers, ſo conſideration oathers 


the Heney of Grace out of the precious Flowers of the 


Scripture, And thus I am come home tothe Text, which 
divides its ſelf into two parts, 

Firſt, Here is a poſitive Aſſertion which concerns us 
all, there will be a latter end of us all ; that there will be 


' a Day come that we {hall not live till N ight, or a Night 


that we ſhall not live till Morning. 
Secondly, Here is a practical Inference or Uſe we may 
make of this Aſſertion ; we muſt be wiſe to know, and 
conlider of this our Latter End. 


Theſe two joyned together, make this one entire. 


Doctrine. 


Doct. In time of Life to conſider of Death, is the Life of 
a Wiſe Chriſtian, 


Alajs 


— 


_— 
= - ————_— 
* 


[43 


Ala! in time of Sickneſs we are then mindful of 
Dearh,but when reſtored to Health we forget our Sick-bed 
Vows. Therefore one ſays, Sick men have the beſt Minis, 
tar the worſt Memories of any men. In Health we are like 
Fiſhes in a River,when one is ſnatcht out by the Hook of 
an Angle, allthe reſt are at a ſtand and fly irom the Bait, 
w but they will only take a round in the River, and they 
i will fall to the Bait again : Even fo it 1s with us poor 
ſinners, when a Friend, a Father, or Child 1s ſnatcht 
out of the World by Death, we hang our Heads and 
mourn, but let'us but take a round in the World, we 
taſte all afreſh both with our AﬀeCtions and Actions to 
the Bait of tempting Sin again ; but a good Man confhi- 
ders that though he may eſcape Sickneſs, yet he cannot 
1 eſcape Death , therefore he likes not this Lite that 1s ſo 
-if full of Labour in its Actions, and fo full of Grief in its 
ii Paſhons ; he ſo thoroughly conſiders of Death and Judg- 
54 ment, that the end of his dayes 1s the beginning of his 
3. Everlaſting Joys. For as the Baſi/isk being foreſeen by 

A man dyeth himſelf, ſo we, 1t we apprehend Death be- 

| tore Death apprehend us, we kill Deatii by Dying; for 
a good Man ina Scripture ſcence doth not die but 1leep, 
Lak, 8. 12. 

It 15 Recorded 1n the Spaniſh Hiſtory, that one Frawcis 
Borgia, a vaunting vain Gallant Courtier, obſerving 
what State that Renowned 1/avell Queen of Spaiz lived in, 
74 and at her Funeral he obſerving what a ſmall parcel of 
of Earth comprehended her curious Body and Gallantry, he 
l.. ceme home exceeding dejeCted and fad with Mourning, 
anc being asked the reatun of his Melancholy Durnps by : 
Us Relations, he replied, Regine mors mihi, vitam at- 
El v:97 ettrnam, 1 hat the confederation of the Queens Death, 
1 34 thie £reat Pomp ſhe lived in, 1o be comprehended 11 ſix 
- Foo of Lerth, bad brexpht Ererpal Life home to his Sou? 
| | * id 10 became a ſerious and ſolo Chriſtian, 


There 


5 ] 


There 1s Five Reaſons of this DoCtrine. 

Firſt Reaſon 1s, Becauſe all our Lives we haſten to 
Death and the Grave ; every ftep we take 15 a ſtep t9- 
wards the Grave ; or/mur, morimnr, We no ſooner begin 
to live but we begin todie ; : therefore let us early confider 
of Death for our Inſtruction, becauſe Death early en- 


rer?d upon us to our DeftruQion even from the begin-- 


niag. Job 9 25. My days are ſwifter than a Poſt ; they 
flre a away, they ſee no good, they are paſſed away as the fr vife 


ſhips : as the Eagle that haſteth to the prey. So even all 


Mankind haſten towards Death, and the Grave. Eve- 
ry Corps we accompany to the Grave, ditjers nothing 
from ours upon Earth but in a little haſte ; therefore 
when thou doſt accompany a Corps to the Grave, and 
{ceſt the Bones and Sculls Iye upon the Graves (ide, upon 
the mouldes, what do they preach to thee but this 
Truth : Lo, T was as you are that look upon my Bones 
and Scull, but I have dwelt in this Houſe of darkneſs 
this Thirty Years, and upwards ; conſider that I ditter 
nothing irom you but 1n a little haſte; you muſt all 
dwell in dankiſh Rooms below, where I have lain; and 
I have been as you are now, and your Bones and Sculls 
muſt be as you ſee mine are, For Death 1s fo haſty in 
diſpatching of us, that when he ſeizes any of us, from 
Crown to the Plow, he neither lookes (as one ſaith) into 
the Heralds Book for our Arms, nor into the Rate Book 
tor our Eſtates, nor into the Church Book for our Age, 


but he {peedily paſſes upon us all without diſtinction of 


Sex or Condition, becauſe all have {jnned. The Dev:/ 
is the Father of Death, and ſin is the Mother of Death. 
So our Life 1s beſet with Death, tends ſwiftly to Death, 
and ends in Death : For we came into the World wail- 
ing and weeping, and live in the World toy ling and 
meyling, and we go out of the World prieving and 
Froaning. Tob 1,21, Naked we came all out of our 
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« Womb, that bare us with 2 Winding-ſheet of 


and naked we muſt return to the 
h, the Mother of us all, with a ſheer 


Mother 
Nature about Us, 
Womb of the Eart 


of Art about Us. 
Our time fiyes away ſo fwittly, that the time lent us 


yes away 1 the time that 15 lent. Every Moment thar 
we live, 15 the death of the Moment that 15 paſt - there- 
fore we ſhould weigh every Moment, for it 1s of fo great | 
Moment, that upon this diligence depends our Eternal 
Welfare. "I'hus he that ferioutly conſiders of Death eve- 
ry moment, and cloſes his Eyes every Night with a quiet 
Conſcience when he goes to Bed, tſhall meet with little 
diſturbance when Death ſhall cloſe his Eyes, and-he go 
to the Bed of his Grave. Theretore it 1s the. opinion of 


St. Auſtin, that if Death were ever before us, we durſt wg 


Sin. And ſome of the Ancient Philoſophers obſerving the 
Hſuddenneſs and quickneſs of Death, had their Graves 
made before their Gates, that every day going out and- 


and entering in, they might by viewing of their Grants {1% 


conſicer of their dying hours, and mortifie their natural 
Luits. | 
For as David ſaith, one Generation paſſeth, and ano-- 
ther cometh ; there 1s no ſtaying in the thorough-fair of 
this World. Therefore Fob tells us all, that our Lives. 
fly as ſwiftly to Death as the Weavers 1huttle flyes {witt- 
ly over the Web, 7ob 7.6. for the paſt time of our Age 
is dead in Tranſaction, the time to come is dead in un- 
certainty, only the preſent time is ours, for we cannot 
aſſure our ſelves of qQne day what it may bring forth. 
This preſent time we enjoy 1s ſ{o- near nothing, that Job 
compares 1t to a dream, Job 10, 8. Man ought to con- 
lider of Death in time of Life, for it {wiftly comes 
upon US, that -we ſhould not take Care, what Pleaſure 
we taken this World; for while we are here we have 
513 Rebelling againſt us ; within and without the World 
to 


a 


FYy 


to allure us, for every Temptation that catches the Seale, 


is a Traytor to the Soul, the pleaſure of the Body is the 


Poyſon of the Sonl, we have likewiſe Satazs Snares to 
entangle us, behind us a wary Conſcience to dog and 
{nub us ; on the right hand Proſperity to entice us, on 
the left hand Adverfity to vex us; under our Feet the 
Grave open to iwallow us; over our Head the Judg- 
ment of Gol ready to fall upon us; and our time ſlidins 
from us : We had necd therefore to conlider for Death, 
that then thoſe Evils may not rife in our face in Judg- 
ment. For whether we Trade or Travel, Sleep or 
Wake, Eat or Drink, we all haſten to the Grave, that 
dark Room, where we muſt all dwell until the day of 
the Reſurrection. It the vain Gallants would conſider 
oft of Death, they would not make Swearing the Orna- 


ment of their Complement ; tor now in this Wicked 
Age they cannot accoft their Friend with Civil Saluta- 


| tion, but God, or his precious Son Chriſt, muſt have a 


Stab by ſome Curſed Oathes. For not conſidering of 
Death, they give themſelves to all manner of Debau- 
chery ; Jam. 4 14. And yet we cannot tel] what ſhall 
be to morrow, for our Lite is ike a Vapor that appears 
for a little, and then vaniſheth away. 

Second Reaſon of the Doctrine, We muſt think of 
Death in the time of Life, becauſe we, even the beſt of 
us, are but walking Earth upon the dead Earth we tread 
upon; and at laſt theſe wicked Heads of ours, that are 


_ daily contriving Sin againſt God and Goodneſs, muſt b 


Death lye level with our Heels, in the Womb of the 
Earth, which is the Mother of us all. David tells us all 
what laſting peices we are, P/al. 144.4. Maz is like to 
aothing, his days are like a ſhadow tha! paſſeth away. And 
St. Fames informed us, Jam. 4.14. And the Prophet 
Iſaiah, that was Inſpired by the Spirit of the Immortal 
God, Iſa. 40. 6. The woice (aia, Cry; and he ſaid, What 
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fhall I cry ? All fleſh is as graſs, 
rhe flower of the field, Ver. 5. 171 hererh, 
flower fadeth away. What needs then thoſe Inftruments 


of 


aud all-the glory thereof as 


The graſs withereth, and the 


Cruelty in War to haſten frail Fleſh to its long home ? 
Alas frail Fleſh cannot continuc here tor ever; all the 
Care and Tendernefs o: the World cannot prevent our 
Body from dropping 1NEO the Grave , WOE ale all of us 
Emited our ſhort time, for neither we live longer or die 
ſoner than God hath determined. We read 1n the 
French Chronicle, that in the time of 7zezry the Fourth, 
2n Ancient and Wife Counſeller defired the King to be 
diſmiſſed from his Imploy, that he might end his dayes 
privately ; the King requeſted ſome Rules of Advice 
£0m him to Govern his Feople ; this Counſellor called 
for a white Sheet of Paper to write his Rules on, and 
having it, he wrote Moaeration On the top of the ſheet, 
Moderation in the middle, and Moderatioz at the bottom ; 
2dviſing the King to ule the Reins of his Government 
with Moderaticn, and he would be Happy. This white 
ſheet of Paper is frail Man; for upon bis Head God hath 
written Farth, upon his Body he has written Earth, and 
upon his Feet Earth ; for from Head to Foot poor weak 
Man is nothing but Earth ; according to that of the Fro- 
phet Jeremiah, Chap. 22. 29. Oh Earth, Earth, Earth, 
bear the word of the | ord, All of us are but Earth, from 
- our Creation being made out of the Earth we tread on ;. 
and we are all Earth in- regard of our Conſtitution, for 
when in our Graves we turn to Earth ; nay, we are all 
Earth, and: we ſhall be Earth at our Diſſolution. In a 
word, we are all Farth from Top. to Toe ; for as St. 
Aajtin laith, f\eſcio tram, He knew not whether he mignt 
call rhe time he ſpeat here a dying Life, or a living Death, 
they are ſo Chequer'd, jo near together, - Therefore as David 
laid of Goliabs Sdword, to Abimelech the rieft, x Sam: 
21. 9, Give me that Sword, for there is none like it F fo 
tNETE. 
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there 1s nothing like our Conſideration of Death in our 
time of Life ; this quencheth our hot and thiriting de- 
ſires after the voluptuous Pleaſures of this vain W Porld, 
it quenches our covetous deſire of Riches, and reſtores 
as fit for him that made us ; it onely brearhs a vigour m 
our Bodies, not to kill, but to cure our Souls. 

Third Reaſon of this Doftrine. Becauſe tis Wildom 
to think of Death in Lite, tor we live at great uncertain- 
ties in this Worid. He that fleeps in a ruinous Houſe, 
he dare not flzep in a Tempeituous Night, leaſt Js 
Houle ſhould tall, and he be Murthered in his Bed ; fo 
all Mankind live 1n ruinous Houſes, whoſe Foundations 
are in the duſt ; thereiore we thould nor {leep in Security, 
in theſe ruinous Houles of our Bodies, leaft by the ſtorm 
of Death our Souls drop into Hell. All Mankind mult 
know, that the weak Houle of their Bodies are apt to he 
blown down by every {mall blaſt of a cold araags.m 
and thoſe ſpiritual Enemies of our Souls, even our own 
Sins are very {trong, and ihe Landlords ſeadins Death to 
{c1ze upon the Tenements of our Bodies is uncertain : 
Therefore let us con{ider and prepare for Death. For our 
Landlord the God of Heaven and Earth wiil not ſuffer 
any of our Souls to dwell in the Cottages of our Bodies 


above Threeſcore Years and Ten, Pjal.. 90. ro, Tf he 


permit us to creep to Fourlſcore, or a Hundred, or fom- 
thing longer, it 1s a rare thing ; then he will certainly 
{end "Death to pull down the decayed Cottages of our 
Bodies. And likewiſe this Term of our Lives IS U1N;- 
known to us, therefore ſauh David, my tres ae ia thy 
hard ; mimaring unto us that our time of Life 1s 
only ours to uſe, but its in Gods power to diſpoie of 1t; 


ours as lent, but his as Lord : T heretore Jet us tcriout 


confider of Death in the time that we hve, for there 1s 
nothing {o looſe 1n the Body as the Lite of Man ; {ome- 
times our Lite 1s driven out of our Bodics Wit a Sos"! 


"Ty 


: nes with a Fancy, ſometimes our Life 1s arreſted 
NE nt Feaver, ſometimes by the Earthquake of 
; Ague,ſometimes the ill diſpoſure of the Ar drives the 
Life Qut of our Bodies, according as the Poet exprefſeth 


lt. 


Ferro, Peſte, Fame, Vinclis, Algore, Calore; 


Mille modis miſeros Mors rapit ana viros. 


Death meets our Lives ſo many wayes, that it is im- 
poſſible to eſcape hum ; ſometimes he meets us in our 
Apparel, ſomerimes 1n our Breath, at the Church, at our 
Table, upon the Sea, and upon the Land ; and therefore 
it behoveth us all to conſider of Death. FJoſeph of Ari- 
»athea had his Tomb in his Garden, that in the midit of 
his Pleaſures he ſhould remember Death; and it is a 
Cuſtom at the Inauguration of the Grand Seignior of 
Turkey, to carry his Tomb-ſtone betore him, that 1n the 
midſt of all his Glory he ſhould be mindful of his Death : 
And it was a Cuſtom of the Egyptians at their, Jovial 
Meetings and Feſtivals, to place a dead Mans Head a- 
mong their delicate Diſhes, with this Motto, Yon have 
eat and drank and been merry, but remember that notwith- 
ſtanding your merriment you muſt all die. For alas our 
Lite 1s but a frequent dying, our Infancy dies in our 
Youth, our Youth is dead and buried in the wrinkles of 
Old Age,and our Ape at laſt is buried in Duſt and Aſhes; 
all theſe Examples ſhould imprint the Conſideration of 
Death upon our Memories. 
Fourth Reaſon of this Doftrine to conſider of Death, 
15, becaule there is nothing betwixt us and Death, nay, 
and Eternity, but the muddy and paper \Walls of theſe 
weak Bodies of ours; and they are but weak: Fences a- 
ganſt ſo many violent Diſcaſcs and ſudden Caſualtics as 
dayly and hourly befer and afſanic our weak Bodies; 
| our 
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our Souls-are- included in our Bodies, as a little Air in a 
thin bubble of Water, and when thar breaks, then we 
are gone 1nan inſtant from all the Fleafures of this vain 
preſent Lite for ever, and never to return again. Why 
then ſhould not all of us be mindiul of Death and Judeo- 
ment to come, ſeeing Death is daily approaching us 
with his } Plagues and Woes ; we ſhould not then ſpend 
our Time in thoughts of what Recreations- we ſhould. 
take in this World, or how we ſhould rake togerher the 
Goods of this World ; this 1s not preparing for Death or 
Eternity. It is Pity ſach immortal Souls as we e enjoy 
{hall be put to the management of iuch careleſs Creatures 
as we are, for wc delight more 1n our Sins and {cnfuai 
Pleaſures then in our Immortal Souls ; Xs we do but de- 
orade our Souls by Sin 1n this World, ani dama them in 
the World to come. Indeed if we had no Immortal 

Soul, or a Mortal Soul, or a Soul that. ſhould never be 
required, we might be as ſenſual and debauched as we 
would ; bur let us remember that profeſs Chriſt, that we 
enjoy inthe Casket of our Bodies an Immortal] Soul has 
guides and informs our Senles; and that our Bodies in this 
World are ſubject to the Afaults of Death. Death every 
wa: belets us, let us therefore all betimes prepare tor 
Death. There is none of you that hear me this day, 
that are willing to be damned ; ler me tell you all, it 1s 
impoſſible for any of you to be ſaved unlef vour Souls be 
prepared for Death; therefore conſider, and prepare for 
Death, or elſe thy Soul mult go to Hell. 

When the Divine P/aro ſaw one of his Sch: olars delt- 

cately pampering his Body with varicties, he gave this 


Caution to him, of ve a care, Scholar, that w Fg Jou Pane 


per your Body you do not {t: ve your Soul. And that good 
Man Palladizs, ſeeing a beautiful W oman ſpending » much 
LIME 11 dreſſing her ſelf at the Glais, tell a w ceping for 
her, pitying the poor trail ſinner, that ſhould b:ttow ſo. 

much, 


L123 


much time upon her Body to trim it for the ſight of Man, 
and ſpend little or no fume r0 conſider of Death, and to 
Jeck her Soul for the ſight of the Great God. © there- 
fore ſeeing our outward Condition is ſo weak and uncer- 
tain, let us endeavour tO do nothing but what we would 


| be found doing when God ſhall call us to an Account for 


41] our doings. As reverend Ridley in Priſon viſited every 
Morning his Soul by ſearching Prayer,ſo tnould we every 
Morning deſcend with a {incere Devotion into our Souls, 
eſt our precious Souls may be ſtifled with our nalty Sins 
and filthy Corruptions ; every Morning conlidering of 
that Account we muſt give to our Lord and Maſter when 
Death ſummons us all. 

Fifth Reaſon of this Doctrine is, That we muſt all 
conſider of Death, leaſt Death ſurprize us. T hat we can- 
not live long is an infallible Certainty, and how long we 
may live is as much uncertain ; for Death cometh in an 
hour that we think not of it, Luk. 12. 40. when we cry 
Peace, yet then may come ſudden Deſtruction, for in the 
midſt of Life we are in Death ; the Accidents of every 
day diſcovers its uncertainty, for no man knoweth his 
time hear, Prov. 27. 1. and indeed the beſt and wileſt 
of us all do not know what a day may bring forth, whe- 
ther a Mercy or a Judgment. Do we ſee our Netgh- 
bours and Relations driven by Death to the Grave, and 
we ſtand as unconcerned, God forbid ; for every Corps 
we Accompany to the Grave, is a Funeral Sermon to the 

Living, and preachetk this DoQtrine to them, that there 
iS nothing betallen that Corps but muſt b<fal them. that 
follow it. Heathens will rife up in Judgment againlt us 
hall Aches, Infirmity and Sickneſs, the Fore-runners of 
Dearth, daily ſeize upon us, and we not know and take 
N otice that Death their Maſter is Creeping upon us, God 
Forbid, Therefore we ſhould Watch and Pray daily, 
ici Death may pot ſurprize us ; for not only our FRO 
all 
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and Goods, and Bodies are in hazard, but our precious 
Souls are 11 hazard to be damned. it we be not preparcd 
tor Dearh. 

\When a Centinel ſtands Centry upon the Walls of a 
beſeiged City his Eyes are alwayes open to all approachez 
of the Enemy, and his Ears are open to all Alarms; fo 
the life of Man is beſeiged by Death in the City of our 
Body, our Sences are the Gates of this City, and we arc 
daily beſeiged by the Temptations of the World,the Fleſh 
and the Devil; they are daily attacking our Souls at theſe 
Gates, 1 herefore let us watch againſt the Aiarms of Sin, 
when they bring Charms. to our Senſes, and pray againſt 
the Temprations of Sin, that they may not by their po- 
wer overcome us. Therefore as C 'ypriaz obſerves of the 
Lords Frayer, we pray that God would forgive us our 
Treſpaſles as we forgive others their Treſpaſſes ; ; and 1 
the very next Petition we pray that God would not {utter 
us to be led into Temptation, intimating (ſaith he) un- 
to us, that we can no fooner have a releaſe of our Sins, 
but the Devil with his enticeing Temptations 1s ready to 
Aſlault us, and if poſſible to overcome us. For this in- 
veterate Enemy the Devil is alwayes ſhooting his poyion- 
ed Bullets of Temptation through our Senſes into our 
Souls to damn them ; therefore let us arm our ſelves with 
Jobs reſolution, Job 14. 14. All the days of my appointed 


time will I nait till my change COm?. 


Now I have diſcharged the Text, we muſt put it to- 


Uſe that we may have profit by it. And the firlt ſhall 
be a Uſe of Exhortatioa to all the Living, to conſider of 
Death early and thoroughly, to repent of all our abomi- 
nable Sins; for late Repentance may ſpeed, but. early 
Repentance 1s ſure to ſpeed. For as St. Ambroſe ſaith, 


Violent Diſeaſes require ſtrong Pottons of Phyſick, and þei- 


nous Sins require heavy Repeztance ; for its the nature of 


a true Penitent to complain more of the diſhonour he 
C doth 


———_—_—_— 


_—___w_—Rr—— 


Amen 
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[14 ] 
3th toGod by his Traiterous Sins, then tor the puniſh. 
ment, that lies upon Nis Body for his Sins. Pſal. 51.4. 
Avainſt thee, thee onely have I franed, and done this wicked-. 
wes in thy ſight, faith holy Davza; eVen lo Repentance 
wrought with the Prodigal Child ; for true Repentance 
hath an Eye fixed upon Gods Mercy, and a Foot that 
walks in Gods commands. A true PFenitent after his 
Converſion feels the weight of Sin, abhors the Caule of 
Sin, and reſolves to fin no More. | He knows that Sin on- 
ly is the Cauſe of Puniſhment ; Sin as the Cauſe preceeds, 
Puniſhment as the Effet ſucceeds ;_ for, as one faith, Sin 
and Puniſhment are like the Needle and Thread, the one. 
makes way for the other. Therefore a true Penitent 
prays carneſtly to God for his Grace, 70 take tve Fox, and 
the little Foxes that ſpoil the Vines, for the Vine hath tender 
Grapes, Cant. 2.15. Atrue Penitent taketh the leaſt of 
his ſins, that are ſubtle like Foxes, and daſheth them to 
peeces againſt the ſtones of godly Sorrow. For he de- 
ſires God, as St. Auſtin did, to give him his Grace to dif-. 
like Sin onely, and he deſires God to ſeek him, in jeeking 
him to find God and his. Grace, and in loving him, to 
{oath all his own abominable Sins. 
" It was the ſaying of Sexeca, of-a Moral honeſt Man, 
Sic vivit cum hominibus quaſi Dems wideat ;, ſo doth a true: 
Penitent live ; he Converſes with Men as if God did e- 
ver ſee him, and Confers with Men as if ever in Gods. 
ſight, We. read in the Law of Moſes, Dent. 21. 12. 
that if a Captive Woman was joyned in Wedlock with 
an Iſraelitiſh Soldier, ſhe was to change her Apparel, . 
ſhave her Head, and pare her Nails; ſoit is in the true 
Pennent Soul that by Grace is married to Chriſt, he by. 
Repentancechanges his Apparel,caſts away the Old Man 
of Sin, and puts on the New Man: he thaves his Head, . 
caſts out all Tgnorance out: of his Underſtanding ; and 
pares his Nails, reforms his outward Converſation. Thus. 
we 


C15 1 

it is with a true Penitent, he hath ſuch an Antipathy a- 
gainfſt Sin, that he looks upon 1t as FJzazs that betrayed 
his Saviour ; as the Soldiers that apprehended, ſmote, and 
wounded our Saviour ; as bitter Gall and Vinegar to his 
Saviours Taſte, as Spittle upon 1s Face, as Thorns in 
his Head, as {harp Nails in his Hands : Hence he is dai- 
iy and hourly diſcovering his Sins to his Saviour, for he 
knows there can be no recovery of his ſins, without a full 
diſcovery of them to his God, 

Hence his whole work 1s the work of a careful Morti- 
fication and Repentance, for he knows no other way tc 
Heaven but by Weeping Croſs ; he knows by Experience 
thar his God is a God of Goodnels, and will pardon his 
fins; and a God of Greatneſs, that can pardon his (ins 


upon his Repentance. - Theretore he is alwayes walking 


towards his God in the way of two Commandments, in 
the holy way of Love towards God, and Love towards 
his Netghbour ; ze ambulando, fed amando; not with 
Bodies Motion, but with his Hearts Devotion; for tho? 


he walks in the Fleſh, yer he waiks not atter the Fleſh ; 


2 Cor. 10. 3. for he conſiders of Death and of Judgment, 
therefore he has his Underſtanding Informed, and his 
Aﬀections Reformed by Grace. 
Many Repent out of Fear, as Ja4zs and Caiz did for 
fear of being Damned, but his Repentance comes from 
Faith ; therefore he does not think of Repentance as laz. 
Chriſtians do, nor {peak of Repentance as Hypocrites do, 
nor teach Renentance as J#a.zs did, who taught others 
and hanged himſelf; but he 1s continually digging for 
the Pearl of Repentance, for he know's that he muſt burn 
with the Devil in Hell, it he do not turn to God upon 
Earth. For he feareth God, and obſerves the nature of 
:empting Sin ; how Sin at firlt inimuates 1t felt into the 
Thoughts, then mounts into the Mind, then creeps into 
the Deſires, and then hardens the Heart Þy nga and 
ones 32” OM!- 


a tes A 


OR 


To hs, <4 98» 
reg «ib, 4 


«13 458" 
» 1 . 
ger NL I I ISS 
, . > _ þt = res a. Ne x 
; bows $1794 
5. "> * meas - ts nt. * _ me 
* 7 +. PR WT. : HO. . 
Los 14 ot 44- OY "26g panel 
3x; la. P , "0 
. 4 d. 
% 
, - 


> af 
$O% "oF 


9 _—_ | 


Ce TE NT Uno 


[ 16 


domineers over the Senſes and Souls of Men. For the 


pleaſure of the Body is thc poy ſon of the Soul 3 Ay,but 
2 o00d man conſidering of Death and Judgment, luch A 
Soul, with Joſeph, dare do 00 wickednels, nor {in againſt 
his God. For as the Baſplist looking into a Glaſs kills 
himſelf, his body: being full of poylonous Attoms, the 
Glaſ reflefs the poyſon again upon himſelt ; ſo a pious 
Soul often viewing his Sin in the Multiplying Glaſs of 
Repentance, he kills and deſtroys his Sins. For he al 
ways deals with his Sins as Nehemiah did with 7 obiah, 
that great Enemy of Gods Church, MNehem. 13. 7,8. 
when Nehemiah came to Jereſzlem, and underitood what 
Eliaſhib had done in preparing a Chamber for Tob/ah in 
the Houſe of the Lord ; he.caſt out all the houſhold-ſtuff of 
Tobiah out of the Houſe of the Lord. "Thus a truly good 
Man conſidering what miſchief Sin doth to his Soul, caſts 
.out all the filth of fin out of his Heart and Mind ; tor he 
knows that one little Boy thruſt in at the Window, un- 
locks the doors, and lets all the great Thieves 1n that rob 
the Honſe. So one little Sin let in at the windows of the 
Senſes, unlocks. the Mind and Aﬀections, and robs him of 
all his precious Grace. He knows it he ſhould weep an 
Ocean for his Sins, if he weeps not his fins out, 1t he do 
:not drown his ſins in that Ocean, he is but in a damna- 
ble Condition. ' Therefore he conſiders of Death, for he 
knows.1f he ſhould depart out of his Body wirh his fins 
varepented of, he is then a brand markt for Hell Fire if 
h1s fins are repented of, he is a glorious Star in Heaven. 
S0 It was with Lazarus, Luke 1%. 25, But now 1 azarus is 
comforted, and thou art tormented. 
The ſecond Uſe is for Examination. Tet us thorough: 
ly conſider of Death, .and live holily that we may dl 
nappliy. Seſpaſian, that Roman Emperor, was ſo care- 
3ui of his Moral and Civil Life, that every Night as ſoon 


26 he uw ' ' ; 
he was in bis Bcd, he would recount and reckon "u 
tt 
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the actions of that day, and if he found upon his account 


that he had not done ſome good to ſome of his ſubjeQs, 
he would miſerably cry out, Hea ! perdidi diem, Alas ! I 
have loſt this day. How many thouſands that profeſs the 
Name of Chriſt, and yet fall ſhort of his Civil and care- 
ful Life * How many are there in this dreggy Age of 
of the World, that ſpend their precious time upon Sin, 
and debauching their precious Souls ; they cannot be gal- 
lsnt enough, but they muſt be graceleſs : Tt is the great 


Concern of this wicked Ape, to ſtrive to be Great, to la- 


bour to be rich, to ſtudy to be Gallant, but very few 
ſtrive to be Holy to the Lord ; let me tell ſuch that Reaſon 
indeed makes us men, and diſtinguiſhes us ſrom. Beaſts, 


but it is Religion that makes us Chriſtians. Woe be to 


us when Death and Judgment comes, it we be only Men, 
and not Chriſtian Men - In vain are we owned and ho- 
nour'd of Men for our Riches and Honours, if when 
Death ſeizes us we be not holy unto the Lord. Our 
oallant out-{ides may admit vs into the preſence of vain 
great Men upon Earth, but our Souls ſhall never be ad- 
mitted into the preſence of the Eternal God without Ho- 
line(s, as the Prophet faith, wirhour holineſs none ſhall ſee 
Goa. 

We read in the 16th. of Jadezzs, and the 2oth. ver.that 
when Dalil/ah cryed ſuddenly unto Sampſon, Awake Jamp- 


ſoa, the Philiſtias be upon thee, he awakened thinking to 


ſhew his ftrength as ar other times, but he was deceived, 
for the Lord was departed from him. So it will be with 
wicked and ungodly Men, when Death ſeizes them, and 
they awake at the day of Judgment, being the Lord 1s 
departed irom them, the eyes of their Conlolation ſhall 
be put out, as Sa-pſons was, they ſhall be brought to the 
Judgment Sear of Chriſt, who ſhall cauſe them to be 
bound with Fetters of their own wickedneſs, and to be 


calt into the Priſon of Hell, there to be tormented world 
wuhout eng. It 
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[ 18 ] 
ould ask any of you that hear me this day,if you 
10 means; but let me tell you, 1t 15 1umpo ible for you 
-0 be faved without we take St. Pazls Advice to Titus, 
Titus 2. 12. that denying ungodlineſs and worlaly laſts, we 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, ans godly in this prejent world, We 
thould live ſoberly towards our ſelves, righteoully towards 
our Neighbours, and religiouſly towards God. 
We read in 2 Sam. 13. 20. that when Amzoz had de- 
filed his ſiſter Tamar, as ſhe came irom him with her 
Cloarhes rent, and duſt upon her head, 4/0/02 met her, 
and Abfolom ſpoke to her and faid, hat hath Amaogy 
been with thee ? how came this about ? So we ſhould eve- 
ry day examine our Souls what {in hath debauched us; 
What hath Satan been with thee to day © Hath Paſhon 
overborne thee ? Hath Pride {welled thee ? Hath world- 
ly Cares choaked thee? How comes this about ? For as 
frequent Examination 1s the onely way to make good 
Scholars, ſo its the onely way to make good Chriſtians; 
it will keep his Mind and Soul ſweet, clean, and fitting 
for God. Por as it is obſerved, that the Nightingal when 
ſhe ilumbereth, placeth her Breſt againft a Thorn-prick, 
that it might prick and awake her, leaſt ſhe ſleeping 
might tall from the Buſh which ſhe ſitteth on, and might 
become a prey to the Serpent that watcheth for her : E- 
ven fo all careful Chriſtians ſhould imitate this wiſe 
Creature ; when they ſlumber in Sin,remember the-prick 
of Conſcience pricking and care taking of thee, for fear 
the memory or mind be falling into the deep fleep of (in, 
the ſleep of Security, and ſo fall into the Jaws of the 1n- 
erg Serpent, even the Devil. Therefore let us try our 
elves every might, what Peace we have procured with 
wad God the foregoing day, what occaſions of Sin we 
BYE prevented, what Corruptions we have maſter'd, 
Aat Watch we have kept over our Souls, what Graces 
we 


[19 ] 
we have increaſed, what Duties we have praCtiſed, what 
Temptations we have ſhunned. For we mult all die, 
and give an account of our Stewardſhip, what we have 
done whileſt we dwelt in the Fleſh. For if thou have 
not thy Heart and Life adorned with Holineſs, and the 
Lamp of thy life full of the Oyl of Grace when thou com- 
eſt to die,thou wilt find horror iz ex:ta, dolor tranſitu,pudor 
in conſpedtu Jadicis ; Conſcience worrying thee on thy 
Death-Bed, miſery and pain in thy Death, and confuſion 
of Face when thou ſhalt appear before the Eternal God ; 
then this black Sentence ſhall be writ upon thy damaed 
Soul for want of Holineſs ; depart from we thou curſed into 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 
But if thou art fit tor God by Holineſs, thou haſt nothing 
to do at Death, but to commit thy Body to the Earth,be- 
cauſe it is Earthy ; thy Sins to the Devil, becauſe they arc 
Deviliſh; thy Goods to the World, becauſe they are of 
the World ; and thy Soul to Heaven, becaule it is Ange- 
lical and Heavenly. For Holineſs and Righteouſneſs is 
the fitting of the Soul for God and Heaven, Holineſs to 
the Soul is the ſame that the glorious Creature the Sun is 
to theday ; for as rhe Sun enlightens the day with glory, 
and enlivens the Creatures by its Beames, ſo Holineſs en- 
lIightens the Underſtanding with the knowledge of preci- 
ous Grace, and enlivens the Heart with holy deſires of 
Grace. For we areall ruined till Holineſs repairs us, we 
are Corruption till Holineis makes us found, we are bar- 
ren till that makes us iruittul, darkneſs till Holinels makes 
us light, dead till 1t makes us alive, we are damned till 


that ſaves us: For Holinels, as one ſaith, is the Ladder of 


the Heart, whoſe loweſt ſtep is Humility, and highelt 
ſtep 1s Love and Devotion. As one ſaith, by Holineis the 
Soul aeftends to men in Charity, and aſcends to Ged in 
Piety. Oh therefore be Exhorted in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus Chritt to lie Holily, and to walk with God 
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as Enoch did, to talk with God as Moſes did, and to ſtek 
God as David did. But ungrateful Sinners deal with God 
a5 the undutiful S0N in Seneca dealt with bis Father, who 


| told him, i bene efſer fine te, nunquanm ventrem a te; {y 


*f we could be without God, WC would not trouble 

{p]yes with God 3 but a ſound folid Chriſtian takes with 

he is upon Earth, St. Peters Counſel, .2 Per. x. 5. "my 4 ſy 

vertue 10 his faith, and to vertue knowleage, ana to Ry d s 

temperance, and to temperance patience, and to patience x 1 

lineff, Prayer is the proper work of holy mens Faith R nes 

10.14. Confeſſion the proper Language, Good Wor! ak 

proper fruit of his Faith.He 1s wiſe and conſiders of Dc * 4 

and while he lives hath Gods word to inſtrudt him BS 

Angels to guard him Gods Spirit to comfort him and , : 

he dies hath Gods Kingdom of Glory to reward him.” _ 

The third Uſe, is a Uſe of Reproot; and this r , 
three naſty ſins* that grow upon the dunghi] of = Srv 
and like ſtinking Weeds they over-top the prec; gn, 
wers of Grace which God in our own Conſe xy Sales 
in us all, and (like Sas!) they over- Ms Plants 
y over-top their Brother-ſins 
_— thot wn Con{ideration of Death and fadabion 
rout theſe abominable Sins out of 
Theſe three Sins of our Nature. 
Of all abs in = Bk - oveton(nefs. 2. Priae. $* Malice, 
1. Covetoaſneſo, g 
but worſl "oy _ N 5dr Man 1s good to none, 
es iþ ; for the droſs of Money 1s of- 
nes the Death of the Soul. Many S ) 

_ ed with this peftiferous diſt Rs m— >OUIs wy [0 infeCt- 
the Devil ſhall have mor i Os Y OFOOR, 19 
Silver, than God ſhall whey wy algar ot ond nag 
Glory, Conſtantine the bang hy whow Lingion 
Nobleman about him, th his when is oolerved tnars 
Riches; took his Spear a 4 1s reaches was altogether at 

the ground, telling Fug red his full length upon 
World topether, at Deat! yaa if he ſcraped the whole 
1 he could have no more of the 

World 
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World than he had meaſured him out. Riches, where 
there 1s no Grace with them, are Thorns which harbor 


Serpents ; ſo they are harborers of many ſins, t they are 


the Mother of Pride and Preſumption ; therclore I com- 

pare the Riches of this World to Fire and Water ; we 
{iy they are good Servants, but bad Maſters : So it is 
with the Riches of this Wor 1d ; being uled by Grace to 
Gods Glory, they arc good Servants : _ When they, 
maſter our Afﬀections, and domineer in our Acti 00s, they 
are bad Maſters, by turning Grace and Goodnels out of 
our Hearts and Minds. Conſider of Death, that the 
thread of thy Lite 1s weak and uncertain, the Oy! of thy 
Lamp is waſting, and time is carrying thee to thy habi- 
ation of Darkneſs. We read 2atr. 26. that Tui .c be: 
trayed and fold his Ilaſter Tor thirty peices of Silver, but 
ſome covetous wretches that profeſs the Name of Chriſt 


. will fell Chriſt and Grace for one peice of Silver, 'T heſe 


Men never conſider of Death or Judgment, bur gallop in a 
{ull Carreer on the broad way of Coveteulneſs ,& atDeath 
they fall down-right into Hell : And although while they 
lived they icraped a good Eſtate together, yet at latt 
they mult lie down togerher in the Grave, the Houle of 
Darkneſs, where Worms ſhall be their Company. And 


as Job faith, Job 21. 13. They ſpend their days in getting of 


wea!th, and ſaddenly they go acwa to Hell, Theretore con- 
fider of Death, tor neither Riches nor Relations can do 
us any good W hen Death doth ſeize upon us. Damaſce 
the Great tells us, that a certain man was condeinned for 
High Treaſon, and he had three Friends came to him to 
Comfort him ; the hirit told Iim he had no acquaintance 
with the King, and thcretore could not obtain his pardon, 
but he would take care that he ſhould want neither Meat, 
Cloathing, nor Attendants while he lived, this was all 
he could do for him ; poor Comtort to a dying Man. 
The Second told him he would Watch with bim, I ray 
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rn for him, and accompany him- 
i roy this yields but cold Combo to- 
pigs ve dying Condition, he 1s {ti]] dampt and daunted. 
os Bur a third Friend comes and tells him he is ig- 
we vis 1inted with the King, and he never Petiti- 
oned for any thing of him but the King granted it him ; 
and therefore would certainly obtain a pardon of him for 
his Life. This was cordial Comfort to the poor condem- 
ned Man. Theſe three Friends are a mans Riches, his. 
Relations, and his Graces. His Riches when he gies will 
ke him gloriouſly buried, and maintained well whileſt 
he lives here, but when dead they Hy irom him, Prov, 
23. 5. theſe are no full Comtoits to a dying man, The 
ſecond Friends to this Condemned man are his Relations, 
but alas they can do him no good ; they may weep-over 
him when he 1s ſick, and weep for him at the Grave, but 
they cannot go to- Judgment with him, and ſpeak for him: 
before the King of Heaven. The third Friend is his. 
Vertues, and it 1s onely his Vertues and his Graces that 
muſt plead for him before the King of Heaven, and 
is acquainted with the Graces of his Spirit z for the Kyngs 
Daughter is all glorious withis, The true Chriſtian who 
is. Daughter to the King of Heaven, as David faith, is 
glorious with the gifts of the Spirit in her Soul. It is 
Grace alone which 1s the Coyn: of Heaven that maketh 
Peace tor all Condemned Sinners, and gets a Pardon for 
the Soul. Therefore who would be a flave to the World, 
for as the Devil is a ſlave to.God, ſo the World is a flave 
to the Devi],and the Covetous man a ſlave to the World ;. 
i0 that he is. the Devils {laves ſlave, 

_ The World is the Devils ractor, and catches Souls by 
his Femptations, to Tranſport them to his Prince, even 
the Devi. The Ancients compared the World to the. 
brackiſh Sea, wherein there is Rocks of Pride, Shelves of 
reſumption, Guiphs. of Deſpair, Temrefts of Vanity 

and. 
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and Pirates of iniquity, with Storms of Infinite Tempta- 
tions; its the Favourer of Sin, and the bane of Vertue and 
Grace. Covetous men are bufied about this World, that 
they have nothing but Earth intheir Mouths ; ever talk- 


ing of their Worldly Wealth, ever plotting to join Houſe 
to Houſe, ever buſted about the trifling Vanities of this 


World: Like the Adder, ſtopping their Ears to the voice 


of Gods Word, Charm the Miniſter never fo wiſely. 
Pliny tells us that the Adder delights in darkneſs, that 
when the Charmer with his ſweet Muſick would draw 
her out to light, ſhe claps one Ear to the ground, and 
with her Tail ſtops the other Ear, leaſt hearing the ſweet 
Muſick ſhe may be drawn to light and ſo deſtroyed. S9 
Covetous men ſtop one Ear with hope of long Life, and 
the other Ear with Worldly Cares : Like the dead Fiſh, 
they are carried by the ſtream of Extream Covetouſneſs 


_ to the whir|-pool of Hell, where they are drowned and 


damned to all Eternity, never conſidering of Death or 
Judgment ; Yer. 17. 11. As the Patridge pathereth the 


young which ſhe hath nor brought forth,ſo he that getteth riches 


and not by right, ſhall leave them in the midſt of bu dayes, 
and at the end ſhall be a fool, The Partridge, as Ambroſe 
obſerves, maketh her Neſt of Eggs that ſhe laid not, and 
when they are hatched, the true Mother calls them all a- 
way from the ſtep Mother; io its with the Covetous man, 
he keeps his Neſt, and fitteth brooding of Riches, and 
when his Chickens are hatched, he hears a Voyce from 
Heaven, This night will death fetch away thy ſoul from thee, 

and then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which thoa haſt proviaed. 
The ſecond Sin to be reproved, 1s the hanghty Sin of 
Pride, that grows upon our corrupted Nature, and the 
ſerious Conſideration of Death and Judgment will pull 
down the height of this Sin; for as it is 1aid, the hand 
of a dead Man ſtroking the Timpany cures it, ſo the ſeri- 
ous Conſideration of Peath 1s the onely means to oy hs 
i) 2 Wet- 
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BLN ſwelling Pride of our Lives. Many things makes dife. 
I rence betwixt Men and W omen ** :his Lite, as Nobility, 
(+4 ER Birth, and Education, Weak", 2nd Fitles of Honour : 
SA 3Þ Lis Pn. hn 7 PR . 

7 We but wind Death comes he j-40ls 1: tllalke : Here there 


F Ih. may be ſome difference 10 9Gy =) *ECES, but. when Death 
SAR FM comes there is no difierenc? it 995 Bf ſeſh. Thou poor 
i Creature Man, that is ſwelies v5) the plague of Pride, 
"Mt H Reſpice (faith St. Auſtin) reſpice j-71/50r@ AC quis, dives 


2 Wh quis honos ;, and tell me then, who 1s beautiful and who is 
: | (ll deformed; have not all their ſunk and hollow Eyes, flat 


| > A TAE Noſes, and gaſtly Looks? Tell me then who 1s richly 

HH Clad, and who is poorly Habited ; do not all there wear 
j the ſame thin Winding-1heet ! Tell me there, who 15 No- 
ble and who is ignoble ; doth not the Worm claim kin- 


$7 EF RE. wfSL4S 


© 4 31 ' dred of us all? nibling upon our Breaſts, gnawing our 
| } Lo Faces, cating and conſuming our whole Bodies ? Who is 
IM there well Houſed or badly Houſed ; do not all there 
VE dwell in diſmal darkneſs, dankiſh rooms, all Houſed a- 


like. Sarah was a beautiful Woman,inlomuch that Kings 
were enamoured of her; but when once dead, what ſaid 
Abraham, Gen. 23.8. Bury the dead out of my ſight. The 
beſt compoled and compounded features and forms of 
Beauty are but guilded and rotten Poſts, and at laſt are 
but meat for Worms. | | 

Philoftratws, a Heatheniſh Philoſopher, lodged many 
Years in a Tombto mortific his Pride. And St. Auſtin, 
was of the opinion, that if the proudeſt men living could 
but {ee their Forefathers Bodies in the Grave, it would 


| break the Heart-ſtrings of their Pride : For, faith he, all 
| Manking is a-kin both by Father and Mother, Job 17.14 
| Job lays, I have ſaid to corruption, Thou art my father ;, ana 


; Y the worm, Thou art my mother and my {ifter. But now 
F” 10W 
WS. 


4 IS the mad W orld polleſſed with damnable Pride, 
BY} that Hoſpitality iS tur 


WOT C ned into a dumb ſhew ! and thoſe 
j | ' EO reatures that ſhould feed the Bellies of the Poor, do noV 
* (bf Fi 


L791 
in this wicked Age fed the Eye of Luſt. Charity is now 
rurned into a ſhew of Bravery. This Sin does reign a . 
mong{t the Sons of Men, becauſe they think they ſhall 


never Q1e 3 Prov, IO. 1d. Pride goeth before deſtruftion,and 
a hauehty ſpirit before a fall, Chriſt the Son of the Eter- 


nal God, his Lite was a Leſſon of Humility, to learn us. 
that tho? he was the greateſt Worthy that ever was born; 
yet in his Converſation he carried himſelf more like a- 


Worm than a Worthy. Iztravit per ſtabulum, exivit 
per patibaium, He came into the World lying in a Manger, 
he went out of the World dying upon a Croſs; hence for 


his Humility he calls himſelt the Son of Man, and all the 


Patriarcns that were Igheft in Gods ſight, were alwayes 


loweſt in their own fight. Abraham the Father of the 


Faithful, calls bimſelf ſinful duſt and aſhes, Facob his 


Grandchild, the anworthieft of Creatures, David, a man 


after Gods own heart, calls himſelf, a worm and no man. 
Thoſe Ears of Corn in: the Feilds that ſtoop moſt, arc 
molt loaded with Corn. So thoſe poor Souls that live 


moſt humbly, are moſt loaded with Grace. Therefore 
let us all thoroughly conſider of Death, and be humbled 


for the Pride of our Lives, for Death will lay our Heads 
equal with our Feet, and make us all alike. 

The third Sin to be reproved, 15 the Sin of Malice and 
Mercileſsneſs. 1 couple thoſe two [ins together becauſe 
they are Twins, begor of our corrupt Nature by the ſeed 
of the Serpent, even their Father the Devil, for they are 
perfeQly like rheir father. Jfthe thorough Confideration 


of Death were invratted in our Memory,our Souls would 


ſee the yain Folly ef theſe two Sins, and ftifle them 1n 
their Birth. 47i70:7-, that Learacd Philoſopher, tells us 
thereis three forts of Anger in Man ; the firſt, which we 
call Anger ſudden, flames like Gunpowder, an ſuddenly 
ceaſeth to Flame : The ſecond caited Wrath, rakes a 
little deeper root in the Memory, bur at laſt is rooted _ 
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led heavy diſpleaſure, 1s Malzce, which is 
hho Fo Ard revenge; the two firlt the beſt 
Saints may be infe&ted with, but the laſt 15 bred by Sa- 
tans inſtigation 1n our corrupt Nature, therefore Frede- 
rick the Great, when he found Paſſion to move in him, 
ro prevent 1ts coming to Malice, went aſide into his Clo- 
ſer, and repeated t0 himſelf the Twenty-four Letters, 
and by that time they Were repeated his Paſſion was end- 
ed and ſubdued. For a pious Chriſtian brings forth the 
Fruit of Grace and Patience, for he knows and confiders 
that it is extream Folly to do any thing 1n Fury, but it is 
Chriſtian Wiſdom to give ſpace and place to Wrath. 
Iraſei eff hominis inſjuriam non facere eſt Chriſtiani. It is 
not well for a man to be angry, but to do no injury in our 
Anger, is the duty of a Chriſtian. For he that truly 
conſiders of Death and Judgment, will not begin his 
Anger unreaſonably, nor continue 1t unſeaſonably, for 
at laſt he knows it will bring Malice. Therefore he imi- 
tates God, who is {low to Anger, and ready to forgive, 
P/al. 103.8. therefore we ſhould labour to ſuppreſs paſſ- 


| on, and [et it not domineer over Reaſon, conſidering 


when this Madneſs rules in Man, how Reaſon , Mo- 
defty, Peace, nay, and common Humanity runs from 
Man as Servants from a mad Maſter. Therefore take 
Counſel irom the Wiſe Man, Eccl. 7. 9. Be not haſty in 
thy ſpirit to anger, for anger reſteth in the boſom of fools, 
And hear what St, Paul ſaith tothe Epheſians, Chap. 4.31. 
Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil ſpeaking be put away from you, will all malice. Tn thy 
Anger let Reaſon alwayes be Judge, tho? Paſſion may 
lometimes be Solicitor, T am ſure that our Saviour never 
meant that the memory of Injuries ſhould long remain 
rats us, when he commands us to forgive our Brother 
"a ra a-day, if paſſion ariſe, we mult nor forget to 
ompadſion at laſt, conlidering we muſt all dic. 


Remem. 
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Remember that thou haſt two Names, one of Grace 
which 1s thy Chriſtian Name; the other of Nature, which 
is thy Sirname, and thy Chriſtian Name is put vefore thy 
Sirname ; and thy Chriſtian Name 1s put before thy 
S%rname, becauſe it 1s more Honourable to be a Chriſtian 
than to be a Man. Therefore as often as thou cali} to - 
mind thy Chriſtian Name, let that quiet the Paſhon of 
thy Mind ; for St. Pas! gives us all an Apoſtolical rule, 
Eph. 4. 26. Let not the Sun go down upon you in wrath. He 
knew well that it anger were reſident in us till Morning, 
by that time it would be turned to Malice; and where 
there 1s Malice, there will be every evil Work; Jam. 
2.16. Therefore thar 1s an excellent Exhortation for us 
all that St. Pau! gives the Epheſians, chap. 4. 32. Forgive 
one another, even as God for Chriſts ſake hath forgiven you. 
Conſider of Death, and argue thus with thy ſelf; my 
Neighbour hath Treſpailed againſt me ſome tew times, [ 
againlt my God many times; 1ts reaſon that I ſhould for- | 
give my Neighbour, that God may forgive me, Qui ze- 
gat miſerecordiam alteri tollit ſbi, He that denies his 
Neighbour Forgiveneſs, ſhall have no Forgivenels of his 
God : Mz 6. 14, 15. faith our Saviour to us all, and if 
ou forgive men their treſpaſſes, then will your heavenly father 
forgive you ; but if you will not forgive men their treſpaſſes, 
_ neither will your heavenly father forgive you. It 1s the ob- 
ſervation of St. Auſtin, Qui ad boc tonttru 201 expergiſtur 
plus THAN aormit 14 mortutns eſt. He thar 15 NOL awaked 
with the Thunder-clap of this Goſpel out of the fJeeping 
in his Sin, he is more than afleep in his Sin, he 1s itark. 
dead, and paſt recovery from Heil. The Rowaxs count- 
ed it a Noble Vertue in Veſpaſtan the Emperor, when a 
Wretch railed upon him all Day, and at Naght accompa- 
nied him home to his Pallace Gate; he faid noting; to 
him, but cauſed his Servants to light him home with a 


Torch. Wilt thou Cure this Corrupt diſtemper ot Paſbon 
ih. 
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- Wrath and Diſpleaſure. Conſider thus with thy ſelf 
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in thee, thou muſt take An CI IS and as 
nuch of the Conſideration of Death and Ju gment, and 
wb them up in a Pill, and they will cure thy diftem- 
PS ablievnt that the Bees are Angry CORY and 
foht together by Troops, but EIT ps Ae ent a- 
mongſt them, they quickly part ; 10 the -0nn Ccration 
of our Anceſtors duſt thrown into our quarrelſom Souls 
and Senſes, will quickly allay our Cholerick Paſſon, 
2 
that the Grave it muſt be thy Bed, the Ineet muſt be thy 
ſhroud, the Earth muſt be thy Covering, and the Grave- 
ſtone thy Carpet ; this certainly, if thou haſt the leaſt 
Senſe in thee, will quench thy Wrath. 
It is the Exhortation of St. Pau! to the Epheſians, and 
the ſame I give you, Eph. 5. 2. W. alk in love, even as 
Chriſt hath loved you, and hath given himfelf for you, We 
read in the Revelations that one of the ſeven Churches of 
Aſia was called Philadelphia, or a Family of Brotherly 
Love. Behold, faith David, how good and joyful a thing 
it i to ſee Brethren to dwell together in love, Euſebius that 
lived near Chriſts time, ſaith, that the Chriſtians were 
ſo knit together in Love, that the very Heathen if they 
ſaw any walking or lovingly talking together,rhey would 
lay, There are two Chriſtians, for they walk and talk together 
{o lovingly : But now 1n this Leaden Age we live in, how 
1s Chriſtianity degenerated, that the I apiſts our Adver- 
faries reproach us and ſay, that an Engliſh Proteſtant 1s 
one tnat ſeerns to love God very well, but he hates his 
Neighbour with all his Heart. Indeed it is monſtrous 
in Religion, that thoſe that live under the ſame Horizon 
or Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel, to walk like Antipodes one 
againlt another, Theretore as an ancient Father relating 
Diſſentions and Diviſions of tome Chriſtians in his time, 
cryed Out, aut boc non eff Evanyelium aut nos non ſuns 


Chriſti- 


———— 
| 


Chriſtian ; ether this Goſpel is not true, 
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true Chriltians. For brethren by Proieiies in-be Grad: 
cers 1a Aﬀection, 15 altogether contrary to the Golpel of 
Chriſt. I am ſure that when the Spirit of Grace deſcend- 
ed upon the Apoltles in the nature of Cloven Tongues 
that they were of one Mind in one Ilace, AZ 2 , ,. 
{et a Brand upon thole Gozts that look toward Religion 
with their Faces like Ferry-men, that row one waves 
and look another. Mark thoſe (jaith the Apoſtle) thar 
cauſe diviſion, tor they walk contrary to the Golpel of 


Chriſt Jeius our Lord. Let us not therefore make diviſ;- 


on part of our Devoricn, nor our Conſcience the Fatroneſ;. 


of our D:lobedtence, contrary to Chriſt Jeſus, or St. Pau!s 
Spirit ; but let us ſeek our God by Prayer, that he 
would give grace to enſue love, until we enjoy love one 
with another; 1 Joh. c. 5, In this are the Children of 


God known, and the Children of the Devil, wholvever 


doth not Righteouſneſs 1s not of God, neither he thar 
loves not his Brother. It 1s an undoubted Truth, that 


God never wrought any Grace upon that mans Hearr, 


that doth not love his Brother, altho' he may have Rel:- 
Z10N in rne tip of his Tongue, yet without Love he hath 
none 1n his Heart, 1 Joh. 4. 8. He that loveth not, kaow- 
eth not God, for God # love. For Love 3s tne badge of 
Honour ; the Honour that Chriſt gives lis Diſciples 15 
Love.; By this (faith Chriſt) ſhall mea know that you are 
my Diſciples, if ye love oze another, Seeing then We Ccan- 
not live long, and how long is uncertain, for our time is 
in Gods hand ; ours to ule, his to diſpole of ; ours as 
Lent, but his as Lord cf our time. Leer us then hve in 
Love, ard die in Love, that at the laſt we may be re- 
ceived into the arms of our loving Father, 1ct us ail 
therefore conſider of Death, that it we were as Strong as 
Sampſon, xs Aged as Methuſelz, as Wile as Solomor, 05 
Beautiful as 4b{0/om, as Meck as Mo/jes, as 1 AtiCilt as Job, 
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ua, 2s couragious as David. Yet we 
dino erty, on but muſt all lie in dark and dankifſh. 


' Rooms under ground. Therefore I exhort you all, and 


7 | al1 ac Chriſt did the Man that he cured of the 
Ne /-org : . 6, Ariſe take up thy bed and walk. So lay 
I to all angry perions, ariſe from thy Bed of Anger and 
Security take up thy Bed of Diligence, and walk in the 
wayes of Love. The Philoſopher obſcrved, that Nature 
+ falf intended Man for a loving and ſociable Creature ; 


for Nature hath ordered all other Creatures. Weapons to. 


Jefend themſelves ; as the Boar hath his 'Tusks, the little 
Bee his Sting, and the Lion his Paw ,, but poor Man 
is Weaponlels, his dayes. are but ſhort, they Crols the 
Stage of this World as a Weavers Shuttle doth the 
Web, Job 7. 6. My. dayes are ſwifter than a weavers ſhuttle, 
and are ſpent without hope. x 

From: hence ariſes another Exhortation to- youthful 
Sinners, let the conſideration of your dying put a ſtop to 
your Frollicking in. your Sins; for Death ſtands before old 
Men ready to Arreſt them, and creeps behind young men 
ready to attaccue them. ' Oh youth thy pleaſures are but 
for a ſeaſon, for as the {weet Rivers after they have run 
their Courſe upon the Land, they end their Courſe in the 
falt and brackiſh Sea, ſo youthful pleaſures after they 
have run their Courſe in the veins of the Body, they run 
into the Sea of Death. Oh therefore be exhorted to ga- 


| ther the Manna of Grace in time, for it cannot be too 


{00n to be out of the danger to be damned : Offer not- 
that indignity to thy God, to offer the Flower of thy 
Youth to the Devil, and reſerve the Bran of thy Age to 
thy God. For-if thou giveſt thy ſinful Soul to Sin and the 
Devil i thy Youth, thou canſt-not in reaſon expect that 
God thould accept of it in thy old age, for it. is unreaſon- 
able that God ſhould take the Devils leavings. Oh there- 
fore conſider of Death, and do not ſerve the World with 


thy. 
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thy ſtrength, and God with thy weakneſs. Therefore 
follow St. Pauls advice to Timothy, 2 Epift. <. 2.0, 2» 
Flee youthful luſts, and follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity 
peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart, 
Know, Oh young Man, the youngeſt and meaneſt can. 
not eſcape Death thorough Poverty ; nor the oldeſt nor 
Honourableſt by their Dignity. For the Grave is with- 
out order, Fob 3. 19. The ſmall aad great are there, and the 
ſervant is free from his Maſter. It cannot be too ſoon to be 
happy, and ſecure thy everlaſting Eſtate in the Church- 
yard, where thou maylt ſee Graves of all Sizes. Remem- 
ber that the time will come that thy precious and immor- 
tal Soul will fit trembling upon the Threthold of thy Lips, 
ready to take its flight into another World, and it cannot 
g0 backward into this body again ; [tay there it muſt nor, 
and go forward into another World it dare not, but muſt | 
go, becauſe it hath not Conſidered of Death and Judg- 
ment to come. Now is thy time to Repent, for the 
Soul of man in the Body, 13 like a City belieged ; fo its 
beſieged with Diſcaſes, and beaten down to the Legs and 
lower parts, and afterwards into the Heart, but when1t 
is beaten into the Heart, it cannot hold out long, but 
muſt yield ; thus it muſt fall upon thee, theretore mind 
Death and Judgment againſt rhat day. Oh youthtul 
Sinner, doth God give thee time by Days, by Weeks, by 
Months, and by Years ; and thou daring Sinner, wilt 
thou ſpend many Dayes, Weeks, and Years upon thy 
S1ns, God forbid. God never promifeth to morrow, 
and thou wilt promiſe thy {elf to morrow. Hear what 
the wiſeft man that ever lived, ſaith, Ec, 11. 9. Re- 


Joyce oh young man in thy youth, and let thy heart chear thee in 


the dayes of thy youth, and walk 11 the wayes of thy heart, and 
in the (izht of thine eyes ; but Kaow thou, that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee into judgment Caſt thine eyes 
onely upon the ſaving Beauties of his Grace, and we on 
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\ autiful Woman ; for as the F _ faith, They 
ire Paradices to thy Eyes, but they w1 hint” has. hg 
thy Soul when Neath comes ; therefore conſider of Death, 
| :nd ſtay upon God and Grace. 
and let thy mind ay up0 Wi : 
A Second Exhortation 15 tO Old Men. Its l dom in 
1 to conſider of Death, for you live 1n the Winter of 
your Age, :n the Suburbs of another WW orld ; therefore 
you muſt prepare for Death. The Lie of Man is ike 
the Race of the two Diſciples, Joh. 20. 4. they ran to- 
wards the Sepulcher, for Our Life runs towards the- 
Grave : Old Mens gray Hairs are Gods white Flags, to 
;t them in mind ofthe Grave. No ſooner we come our 
of the Grave of the Womb, but we haſten to the Womb 
of the Grave, and Old Men are upon the brink of thar 
Womb. For every man 15 carricd to his Grave upon 
Times Chariot, which is drawn by two reltleſs Steeds, 
Motion and Mutation, and never ſtandeth {ti]l until it 
bring Old Men to the Grave, and then they are at the 
end of their Journey ; therefore Old Men ought eſpecially 
to conſider of Death and Judgment. Old Men have had: 
ſeveral removes. in the World ; they have in the Courſe 
of their Lite been removed from Iniancy to Youth, front 
Youth to Manhocd, from Manhood to Old Age, and one 
remeves more. removes them to the Grave. Therefore 
ts neccſlary even now in Age to Conſider of Death, that 
you may cone to your Grave in a full Age, like a ſhock 
of Corn 1n its ſeaſon, Job5. 26. And hke A4braham die 
n a good OW Ape, Gez. 25.8. and was gathered to his 
Peopie. You that are Aged;. Time hath ploughed long 
Akira n your Cheeks and Faces, and it will not be 
100g betore Death will cut down your Bodies, therefore 
woke ES nes to conlicer of Death. For as a good 
eanmiae ! HCIENT [eople, that they may pe Deat and 
- | ear, Blind and: cannot fee, Lame and cannot 
walk,: They muſt therefore imitate Husbandmen, who 
when 


be 
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when they cannot work abroad, they ufuaily work at 
home ; ſo ſhould Old Chriſtians, when thorough deafneſs 
or blindneſs they cannot go to Church and hear "xy 
nor read the Scriptures ; they ſhould think the more ar 
home ; you fhould thiak of the many miſcarriages of 
your Youth : Let not your Spiritual Sight be abated, but 
be quick-ſighted to elpy the Wiles of Satan, the working 
and ſtirring of your Lufts : Let not your Spiritual Cou- 
rage be abated againſt Sin, but be Valiant, and as your 
dayes cecreale, 1o let your Graces increaſe. O Old Man, 
if thou hadſt ſeaſoned ihe Veſſel of thy Soul with the 
wholeſome Liquor of Fiety when young, it would have 
f,vour'd of the ſame when old, and have been a. Cordia! 
Comfort to thee at Death. Conſider Oh Old: Man, it 
thou die in thy bloody Sins, thou art taken from the 
practice of Sin; to ſuffer puniſhment for Sin; from Eafe- 
to Torments, from the firit Lite to the {ccond Death, 
from Mcn to Devils, from Earth to Hell, from a | riſoa 
to a place of Exccution. Therefore Old Man, imagine 
thy ſelf lying Gajhfully in thy Coffin, and- thy Friends: 
and: Neighbours looking upon thee, and lamenting thee. 
It is no vain Imagination, for er*e long 1t rault be thus 
ated upon thee ;. therefore F rederick the Great, when: 
Aged, had his Funeral acted before he died, to put hin 
in mind that his Death was drawing 0n. 
Secondly, Here 1s a Uſe of T<rrour to Wicked Men 
at the day of Judgment, they ſhall ſeck for Death and 
Iball not fiad it, Rev, 9. 6. then ſhall they ſay £0 LE: 
Rocks, Hide us, and cruſh us into a T houſand PCICCS, 
and hide us from the preſence of him that fitterh upon 
the Throne: This day is the day of Grace, ol great joy 
to them that work Gods Will, but they that do not work 
Gods W1!l the day of Judgment tis COMng, wherein they 
thall ſuffer Gods Will ; and what day it will be, God tel1s- 
us by his Prophet Zepharzah, Chap.l.13- That day is a-aa) 


of 


19 1 
of wrath, a day of trouble and diſtreſs, a day of waſteneſs and 
deſolation, a day of darkneſs and gloomineſs, a day of clouds 


and thick darkneff; as bitter-a day as the Juſtice of God or 


Malice of Satan can make it. - Then they ſhall fee the 
Son of Man above in the Clouds coming to condemn 
them, Hell open beneath to ſwallow them, the Devil 
them, all Saints and their deareſt Friends forſaking them, 
on the left hand their crying Sins accuſing them, on the 
right hand Divine Vengeance threatening them, on all 
ſides the whole a Bonefire about them territying them. 
No marvel then that wicked Men at the Worlds End, 


are at their Wits End. For when a wicked Man dics, it 


is commonly ſeen, that his Friends ſtrive for his Eitate, 
the Worms for his Body, and the Devils ftrive at Judg- 
ment for his Soul. How many wicked Men 1n tis 
world, whoſe eyes are as an open Caſement that contin- 
ually ſtands open to receive filthy Luſts into their corrupt 
Heart ; their Tongues are the Trumpets of the Devil, 
and {ound nothing but the Muſick of Hell. Hear what 
St. Paul ſaith of theſe men, P#z/. 3.19. Their end is dam- 
nation, whoſe God is their Belly, whoſe glory is their ſhame, 
who mind earthly things. They bowl their Souls to the 
mark of Senſuality, and run the rubbers to Hell to over- 
takeit, Now the cauſe of this damned Prophaneneſs is 


a dead Heart 1n Sin, a ſenſual Diſpoſition, a poyloned 


Reaſon, an habituated delight in Sin, without Science or 
Conſcience ; thus they {ell their Souls ro the Devil for a 
Tittle fooliſh vain Pleaſure, or Profit. Some men love 
Satan ſo well, that they will ſwim to him in Blood, or 
fail to him in Luft ; all this they do, not con{idering of 


Death or Judgment. ' Hear their doom by Job, chap. 21. 


30, 31. The wicked are reſerved for the day of aeſtruition, 
they ſhall be brought forth to the day of wra 
clare his way to his face, and ſhall 


repay him what he hath 
aone, 


Remember wicked Man, that never remembers 


Death 


th, who ſhall de- 


/ a 


—_ —aG / 


L 35 1] 
Death in the time of Life ; there is the firſt Death, and 
the ſecond Death ; the firſt Death of the Body hath only 
Difcales to deftroy the Body, but the ſecond Death, if 
thou doſt not conſider of Death, hath Devils to Tor- 
ment and Damn the Soul ; the firſt Death ends: in the 
Grave, but the lecond: Death never ends in Hell, bcing z 
ever dying and never dead ;. the firſt Death when over 
we are {enleleſs of Pain. When the firſt Death ſeizcs5 up= | 
on thy Body, then a Sheet is all thy Goods that are le 
thee, a Grave 1s all thy Land, a Coffin 1s all thy Hou#%, 
Worms are all thy Companions, Corruption 1s all thy 
Kingdred;and a naſty Stink all thy Perfumes : Ay,but thou 
art a Thouſand times worſe when Devils fteze thy. Soul, 
it ſhall be caft into everlaſting Fire, ever frying and ne- 
ver dying, 1/a. 33. 14. Who amongſt us ſhall awell with de- 
pouring jre? Who. amongſt us ſhall dwell with everlaſtizg 
'- burnings. And our Saviour diſcourling ot the Torments 
of the damned in Hell, tells us, Mar. 9. 44. They are 
tormented with a worm that ayeth not, and a fire that never 
90ech out, The Fire never quenched 1s to Torment the 
Body, the Worm never dying 1is-to Torment the Soul ; 
they are Tormented 1n all parts of their Bodies, and in 
_ all powers of their Souls, without Hope of ever being de- 
-livered from Gods ſevere V cngeance, 
A Uſe of Confolation. 
1. Here is Comfort to good Men while they live here, 
2. When they are going hence, upon their (ick Beds. 
2. When they are tranſlated hence by Death to Eternity.. 
1. While they live here, this DoQtrine attords Joy ana 
Comfort to them ; when they look up to the glorious 
ſpangled Canopy of the Heavens over their Heads, they 
know that the great God that: made it and lives 1n 1t, 1s- 
their Father ; when it Thunders 1n the Skies, they know 
its the Voice of their Farher; the Angels, more glorious 
Creatures than themſelves, are. their Lite-Guard, Com- 
forting. 


[35 } 
ſorting them in Trouble, Sheltering them in Dangers,and 
at laſt carrying them upon their wings 1Nto Abrahams 
Boſom,where they are free from dcath and da noer. When 
they think of Gods Tribunal, they have caule of Com- 
fort and Joy, for they know that their Saviour and Bro- 
ther fits there, upon the Judgment-Seat. wW hen they 
think of Death, they have cauſe of Joy, for Death onely 
breathes a Vein to deliver their Souls from Tempting and 
Tyrannizing Sin here, and carries their Souls home to 
their Heavenly Father : For there Death 1s the end oi 
all Humane Miſery, aad the beginaing ot all Divine Joy; 
and which is greateſt Comfort of all, that nothing in 
Earth or Hell can do them any Injury ; let the tunes be 
boyſterous, they are not afraid of Evil tidings, tor their 
Hearts are fixed on God, P/a/. 112.7. When they think 
of Death, they know he 1s ſet like the Apgel with a 
flaming Sword in his hand at the door of the Garden'o: 
Eizez, at one blow he admits their Soul'into Paradiſe. 
Bur it is not ſo with the wicked, they are like the Pelicaz, 
for the Shepherds when they would catch the Pel;: az, 
they make a Fire near her Neſt, which ſhe finding and 
rearing her young ones, and ſhe poor Creature willing 
to preſerve her Young, Yutters with her Wings to and 
iro until ſhe burns her Wings, and ſo becomes a Prey 
with her young ones to the Shepherd. This is the cun- 
ning ot Satan, for every Pleaſure or Profit hath fire of 
Temptation 1n it ; and while the wretched Sinner labours 
to preſerve his Pleaſure or his Profit, he is burnt with the 
fire of fins temptation, and ſo catched and carried by the 
Devil to Hell Fire. They have joy and comfort in this 
that though they may have a combate with Sin here, vet 


they ihall have a Crown hereafter, Tam. 2, 5. far diffe- 


rent from Earthly Kingdoms ; for the Kings of this 
V'Yorld enjoy Uleaſures mingled with Perplexities ; ſome- 
times they have ſickneſs of Budy, and vexation of Spirit. 


'There- 


rf 
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Theretore ſaith Chryſoftom of Farthly Kings, The Crow; 
fits not more cloſer to their Heads, than ſometimss care t6 
their Hearts. AS Aagaſtus told his Wife Livia, He: feared 
two things, Solitude and Multitude, But herein is their 
Happanels, that they in Life conſidering of Death, when 
they die they ſhall have Honour without Diſgrace, Þlea- 
{ures without Perplexitics, Abundance without Need ; 
for how can they want any thing, when God ſhall be un- 
_ te them all things; God ſhall wipe all Tears from their 
Eyes, and put all Joys 1nto their Hearts. 

2. In Sickneff;, to thoſe that have conſidered of Deatl 
in Sickneſs, he 15 not afraid of Death, becauſe Death and 
he was acquainted 1n time of Lite. What though in 
Sickneſs he may be tofled by the Storm and Pains of Na- 
ture, yet at Death he comes to a fate Harbor; after a 
painful Walk, he comes to a perfect Reſt ; though he 
cannot be freed from the {troke of Death, yet by Death 
he is freed from the ſting of Death, which 1s Sin; thu? 
he is not freed from Death, yet he is freed by Death from 
Sin and Puniſhment. A good Man that conſiders of 
Death, though he may have Sickneſs in his Body, yet he 
hath Chriſt in his Soul to Comfort him. Though tit 
Pace of Death looks pale and terrible to Nature, yet it 
looks beautiful and ruddy toa good Man; being ſprinkled 
with the Blood of the Lamb, he 1s Gods Plant of renown, 
Ezek. 34. 19. He fears neither Sickneſs nor Death, for 
his God hedgeth in this Noble Plant with his ſpecial Pro- 
tection, Waters him with the ſilver drops of his Ordi- 
nances, bleſleth the ſpringing of this Plant, adorns it 
with Fruit, and by Sickneſs and Death Tranſplants it 
into his Heavenly Paradice, where it growes continually 
in the {weet Sunſhine of Geds Favor. We read in Gey. 
45.27, 28, That Jacob ſaw the Waggons that his Son 
Joſeph lent to fetch him into Egyy!, the Old Mans Heart 
revived with Comfort and Joy, and he cryed out, Is my 
$07 Toſeph yet alive? I mill 80 and {.e him before Torr, v0 

maz 
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tmay a good Man ſay, that 1s prepared for mw in o_ 
nels; when he ſees and feels the Waggons Ol Death lye 
heavy upon his Nature, coming to tetch him home tG 
his Jeſus, his heart revives with Comtort, that Is Felus 
is yet alive ; he comfortably pailes thorow the Terrors of 
Nature, that he may. enjoy his bleſſed Jeſus 1n Heaven. 
A good man in Sickneſs can ſay of Death, as David ſaid 
of Ahimazz the Son of Zadok, 2 Sam. 15. 27. when he 
brought him News of Ab/aloms Death, faith Davia, He 
is 4 good man, and cometh with good tydings ; ſo may one 
ſay that is prepared tor Death, Death is a good Mcſſen- 
ger and bringeth good Tydings from my heavenly Father. 
For there can be nothing more to ſick Man upon a fick 
hed, than for his finful Conſcience to be Gods Herald to 
Proclaim bitter things againſt his Soul : Prov. 8. 14 The 
ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain his infirmities, but a wounded ſþ1- 
rit whocan bear. The Spirit or Conſcience of a Man be- 
ing free from Sin, inables that Man to bear his bodily In- 
frmities,as Pains and Terrors of Nature ; but a wounded 
Spirit who can bear ? that is, none can bear : For Intero- 
gations in Scripture, are equivalent to ſtrong Negations. 
Aud indeed its a ſad thing for a man to have two Sick- 
neſſes at a time, a flick Body with tormenting pains,and a 
1ick Soul with a ſtinging and tormenting Conſcience. For 
in ficknels a man need not care what bitterneſs he hath 
trom the World, fo he hath but cordial ſweetneſs from 
his own Conſcience ; for he knows that ſickneſs is ſent by 
God to pull down the Cottage of his Body, to make way 
for his Soul to mount to Glory. 

3. Here 1s a Uſe of Comfort to good Men, that in 
ic have conſidered of Death ; when Death, that Pale 
Horle comes for them, he carries them home to their 
Heavenly Father. For Death carries him from a world of 
Mtlerics to a world of Felicities: where for Love he ſhall 
ve a Brother, for Birth-right a Son, for Dignity a King ; 
07 a man that 1s converſant with Death in Lite, finds 


more 
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more plealure in Death than in the Palace of the greateſt 
King. Deathis the Porter that opens Heavens Gates for 
the Soul of a good man, that he may enter into the Joy of 
Iis Maſter ; a Joy ſo great that nothing ſhall be found in 
it but 15 deſirable,and nothing can be defired but what may 
be found there. St. Paul, 1 Cor. 2. 9. declaring this Joy, 
tells us all that it will be ſuchJoy,s ee hath not ſeen,ear hat; 
not heard, neither can mans heart conceive thoſe joys that Gra 
hath prepared for them that love him. Tf T ſhould go about 
to diſcover to you thoſe incomprehenſible Joys that God 
hath reſerved for thoſe that are prepared for him, I ſhould 
rather difcover my own weakneſs than inform your Capa- 
cities. Here good Men labor for Reſt, bur in, Death they 
relt from their Labors : As Cazo the Heathen could ſay, 
Vita ſupplicio mors remedio ; Lite 1s even to Man fora pu- 
niſhment, Death is a remedy of that puniſhment. Death 
to a man that 1s prepared for it, 15 the end of all Humane 
Miſery, and the beginning of all Divine Joy ; the Grave 
is the Sanctuary, and Death the City of Refuge to a good 
Man; the ſame Death that carries the righteous to Abra- 
hams boſom, carries the wicked to the boſom of Hell ; the 
righteous die as well as the wicked, but the wicked dies not 
{o. well as the righteous; for the wicked die that they may 
be damned,but the righteous die that they may be ſaved. 

3. At Death, Death hath a galtly look,and hath dant- 
ed the bravelt Spirits that ever moved upon the Globe of 
the Earth ; therefore he 1s called rhe Kyne of Terrors, Fob 
18. 14. He iscalled the King of Terrors,but then he hath 
a terrible look, when he facerh a wicked Conſcience, he 
then ſeizeth upon them like a mercileſs Baylift with a writ 
called frme Ejectione to caſt his Soul out of his body, aad 
to caſt both body and Soul into Hell Fire. A man whole 
Debts are paid, dare walk abroad aud look the Baylitis in 
the Face,; ſo his debts are paid by the Merirs of Chrnit, 
and he dare look Death in his face, That which Agag ſpake 
falſly of himfelf,a good man can ſpear truly, 1.58.15. ; 2. 
AN 73 3 


[ 40 ] 


And Agap came delicately and pleaſantly,and ſaid ſurely the bit- 


terneſf of death is palt,but he was deceived,for Samuel hewed 
him in pieces before the Lord ; but a man that hath trul 
conſidered of Death,hecan truly ſay, The bitterneſs of death 


z5 paſt, and the ſweetneſs of eterual Life i at hand: For the 


end of his days, will be the beginning of tus Everlaſting 
Toys. The Primitive Chriſtians eared not death,but {corn- 
cd Preferments,laughed at Impriſonments,ſnatcht at Tor- 
ments asat Crowns, they were ſo prepared for Death, Ay, 
but may ſome ſay, 15 the death of one that's prepared far 
more happy than the death of an honourable Perfon ? I 
an{wer,that Death and Gods Tribunal are no reſpeGQers of 
Perſons ; as one obſerves of Davz4,in the time of his Pro- 
ſperity he is called King Dav:a,and my Lord the King,but 
when he is old, and near to death, then he 1s called plain 
David, 1 Kzn. 2. 1. And it cameto paſh that now the days of 
David drew nieh that he ſhould die. In Suramer time, when 
we walk into the fields we know the Trees by their leaves; 
but in Winter,when theyare burat and turned to Aſhes,we 
cannot diſtinguiſh them by the athes; ſothe floriſh Sum- 
mer of Mans Honour, Riches and Education, like Leaves 
diſtinguiſh us, but when the Winter of cold Death ſiezes 
us,we are all alike. Ay,but may ſome ſay, doth a good man 
die better thana rich man?-I an{wer,what are the riches of 
this World? they are ſcraped together with grear labour 
and toy], kept with a great deal of care, and loſt with a 
great deal of grief ; for hic acquiruntur hic amittantur ;, 
here they are got, and here they mult be loſt again : For as 
Bernard ſaith, ſs veſtra ſunt quare non tolitis vobiſcum ; if 
they be yours,why cannot you carry them along with you. 
As one compares our life to a Traveller; a Traveller may 
uſe th2 Toods of the Inn that he lieth in, but he muſt nct 
carry any of the Utenſils of the Houle along with him ; io 
We can carry nothing of this Worid with us intoanother 
World : forit a man be Rich to Admiration, if he be not 
Ricit to Salvation, he is þut a poor man. For Bleſſed are 
the arad that aitin the Lora, for their norks {hall follow them. 
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